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Cross-linguistically, researchers have found a distributional bias of tense/aspect




markers in child language, namely, children initially use past or perfective morphology
with telic predicates and use present or progressive morphology with atelic predicates
(Wagner 1998). One of the attempts to explain this phenomenon is the Prototype
Account, which claims that children acquire a linguistic category starting with the
prototype of the category and later extend its application to less prototypical cases
(Shirai and Andersen 1995). Shirai and Andersen using data of three English-speaking
children from age 1,6 to 2;4, argue that children do not distinguish between
past/perfective and telicity, i.e. children at the early stage exclusively produce the

past —ed with achievement verbs.

In this study, we present evidence from Mandarin natural speech data of two
children from age 2;0 to 2;6 and 2,9 to 3;3, supporting the distributional bias found in
other languages while opposing the use of the Prototype Account to explain such bias.
Our evidence shows that Mandarin-speaking children do not collapse past/perfective/telic
as a macro-category as arguably the English children do.
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Academia Sinica is announcing its PhD program, 'Computational Linguistics and
Chinese Language Processing' for Taiwan International Graduate Program. For further
details, please view the following:

http://www.ling sinica.edu tw/program_desc.htm
http://www.ling.sinica.edu.tw/CLCL Pinfro.htm.

The deadline for application for admission 2003 is March 31, 2003. Contact Professor
Churen Huang or Ms Meiyu Chang via email: clclp@gate sinica.edu tw for any queries.
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Endangered Languages Documentation Programme 2003 Call for Proposals - Reminder

Please note that the deadline for Preliminary applications to the 2003 funding round of the
Endangered Languages Documentation Programme is 8" August.

A full timetable, application details and forms can be found at http://www.hrelp.org/doc_home.htm.

Pleasc address any queries to Ellen Potts, Research Support Officer, at ep21@soas.ac.uk.
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