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It all started off when I was only a junior-to-be. With the enthusiasm typically seen only in a
freshman starting to write his/her own first college term paper, 1 signed up for the 2002 Taiwan
Summer Institute of Linguistics. Despite my serious lack of a basic familiarity with Austronesian
linguistics, the two weeks spent in the same auditorium turned out to be enlightening and
rewarding; even though I couldn’t grasp even half the ideas in the lectures, I still learned a lot, as
listening to the lectures alone provided me with ample chances to observe how linguists construct,
develop, and defend their arguments, how linguists present their papers succinctly yet to the point,
and most importantly, how linguistic analysis is to be conducted properly.

That was.two years ago. This year, at discovering the call for registration of the second
Taiwan Summer Institute of Linguistics when bumping into the website of the Linguistic Institute,
I virtually leaped up from my chair and, of course, signed up right away.

This time around, the theme shifts to the two newly emergent fields of computational
linguistics and corpus linguistics. They are newly emergent in the sense that their recent advent is
directly attributable to the prospering computer science and concurrent establishment of tagged,
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annotated corpora, the use of which had ushered in a whole new dimension of possibilities for
linguistic study. Many previously inconceivable methods are now open for exploration; many
things formerly deemed unattainable are now within reach. Given the aid of computers and
corpora, linguists are now able to quantify their data, construct their arguments based on statistical
evidence, and verify their research outcome objectively. The marriage of linguistics and computer
and information science is sure to bring about radical changes as to how we conduct linguistic
research and even how we think of linguistics as scientific study of language. On the one hand,
linguistic study plays a key role to the computational construction of a language model; on the
other hand, corpora supply linguists with an easy-to-use, reliable tool for observing linguistic
patterns.

As the two-week study here at the Academia Sinica draws to an end, it would be proper to
take a look backward, to review the unforgettable moments and express some of my feelings
toward the past two weeks. First of all, the organizers and the whole staff deserve all the praise
and credit as they should! It seems to me that they have really gone out of their way to make this
summer institute as successful as one might imagine, and 1 am saying this from my personal
experience of participating in both summer institutes. For one thing, both improvements and
innovation are clearly visible in almost every aspect, which is a direct testimony of their devotion
to the organization process. First, the coffee time idea was really a brilliant one, offering students
a great chance to have a close-up look and face-to-face interaction with some outstanding linguists.
Second, the hands-on courses in the computer room enabled us to gain a first-hand understanding
of how computational linguistics and corpus linguistics can benefit people of different needs and
the fact that linguistics, however theoretical, is still a field of study interwoven with our everyday
lives. Third, the workshop on July 17th was a true novelty and, in some sense, much-anticipated
by many linguistic students. In the absence of reliable advice on selecting career, linguistic
students have been besieged with anxiety and uncertainty when it comes to picking a career.
Thanks to the workshop, we are now much relieved and more familiar with the wide array of
choices we actually have. In addition, their careful preparation and extra attention to the mundane
details, such as printing service of the papers listed for reference, nice gifts, the report competition,
and, most important of all, their staff’s strong willingness to help solve our problems as soon as
possible. Because of their painstaking efforts, the past two weeks has become not only more
fulfilling but also all the more bearable.

As a feedback and reflection on the whole summer institute, I would like to put forth a few
suggestions for perfecting the next summer institute.

First, one thing I feel rather regrettable about this summer institute would be the lack of
sufficient interaction between students, as the majority of other students would remain complete
strangers to us. Therefore, it would perhaps be quite beneficial to divide students into groups, each
of which would be assigned a course-related task; then, the students would have to engage in
discussions to exchange ideas or opinions, thereby getting to know each other better.

Second, a curriculum extending throughout a whole day is more than exhausting, and it
would probably be favorable to reserve a time slot for napping, as I observe some students would
take a nap right after lunch. Taking a nap for some people is crucial to alleviate stress and help
sustain their attention during the afternoon classes. ' '

Third, the prolonged lecturing hours in a curriculum of considerable academic compactness
and intensity have more- or less taken a toll on our learning efficiency. As a result, it would be
more desirable to designate a 10-minute break per hour; in this case, students would be able to go
refresh themselves just when their concentration is about to collapse, and there would not be that



many students having to go to the bathroom in the middle of the lectures and unintentionally cause
disturbance to our students.

Last, contrary to my expectation of a barrage of corpus application on linguistic study, a huge
proportion of the entire cwriculum is absorbed by introductory courses to computational
linguistics, corpus linguistics, and speech synthesis and recognition, thus leaving relatively little
time for demonstration of how to incorporate those fields into traditional linguistic study, except
for the one given by professor Chu-ren Huang on the last day.

All in all, the past two weeks has been an intellectually intense yet spiritually satisfying
experience, filled with' intriguing questions, insightful remarks, and inspirational moments.
Though the summer institute this year has come to a close, somehow, I am already looking
forward to the next one, to the next chance. And the story goes on...

A Rewarding Encounter with Chinese Computational Linguistics
Iy
BiIsBXEIEEXEEL

When first receiving the notice of the 2004 Taiwan Summer Institute of Linguistics, I got so
excited because I missed the former one held in 2002 about Formosan languages. Although the
courses are intended for graduates in related fields of linguistics, as an undergraduate, I still pluck
up the courage to sign for the institute due to my enthusiasm for linguistics. It turns out that I
learned much more than I had expected.

With rapid development of computers, I consider it to be an inevitable trend to combine
computer programming with traditional theories in various disciplines, inclusive of linguistics.
The fact that the application of computers is getting more and more common in different fields of”
study makes the two-week summer institute even more worthwhile and meaningful. From a
student’s point of view, researches on Chinese Natural Language Processing could be hardly
found in linguistics-related textbooks. This summer the Institute of Linguistics of Academia
Sinica assembles outstanding scholars from different places to unveil the latest progress in
Chinese NLP and building of Chinese corpus, a valuable opportunity that especially appeals to
me.

During these two weeks, speakers who are expert on Corpus Linguistics put on several
demonstrations of the operations of Chinese corpuses that they have worked on. I realize that the
process of building a large corpus is time-consuming in that annotation and tagging for Chinese,
whatever linguistic aspects it emphasizes, is not an easy task due to unique characteristics of
Chinese such as its impoverished morphology. Moreover, I found that corpora are helpful for the
study of language change. From the body of text, we can observe when'a new word is coined and
in what context it appears. Also, the semantic reductions or elevations of a certain word can be
detected in a corpus with data collected in different periods of time. Besides, parallel corpus is a
helpful tool for language teaching and I think it will be widely employed as a means of language
learning as well in the future. Thus, from the speeches on Corpus Linguistics, I learned how to use
various corpora that serve different purposes to facilitate my future research. We should make best
use of the corpus available and give our feedbacks to people concerned to improve the design of
the corpus.

Another promising application of computers and linguistics is speech recognition and
synthesis of Chinese. At present the speech processing techniques can merely complete some
simple and limited jobs like services requests over telephone or train and flight timetable inquiry
and reservation booking. As for developing more complicated Spoken Dialogue Systems, we still
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have a long way to go but it does not mean there is no prospect for this application. Nowadays
linguists who participate in the design of speech processing systems are simply not enough. I hope
in the future linguists and computer programmers could cooperate to enhance the usability of
present systems in the projects of speech recognition and synthesis, which 1 believe is a
multi-billon-dollar business. '

Among all speakers invited, I like Prof Shiwen Yu most, who holds a teaching post at Peking
University. Knowledgeable though he is, Prof Yu gave talks with genuine modesty. Knowing how
to explain profound theories in simple language, he gave a thorough introduction to Chinese NLF.
He even took the trouble to clarify n-gram and Hidden Morkov Model again for us to make sure
that most people understand. When listening to his talks, | was always intrigued by his humorous
teaching, which was not impeded by his accents and his use of simplified characters in the least.
After his classes, ] became more aware of the linguistic features of Chinese and attempted to
explore Chinese NLP further, Machine Translation in particular.

One feature of the institute that impressed me was the workshop (Frontiers in Linguistics).
From the keynote speech given by Prof. Benjamin T’sou, Forensic Linguistics, learned how
Jinguistics is related to laws and the use of language in courts. In the first panel, several experts
from different fields shared with us what language and linguistics has to do with their expertise.
Linguistics, according to the scholars invited, can be regarded as the source knowledge of other
disciplines. Furthermore, the second panel introduces some a-typical careers in linguistics. Several
speakers from different walks of life with linguistic background explain what kinds of roles
language and linguistics play in their work by using their own experiences as an example. Their
experiences further strengthen my belief in the practicability of linguistics. I firmly believe that I
am on the right track.

For me, this brief encounter with Chinese Computational Linguistics is no doubt, in a word,
rewarding. In just two weeks, I have witnessed the fruitful achievements of Chinese NLP, thanks
to numerous scholars who devote their life to perfect Chinese corpuses and speech processing
systems. Besides, 1 met some friends who share the same interest with me, that is, linguistics, a
priceless capital that I treasure most. Finally, I want to express my gratitude to the Institute of
Linguistics of Academia Sinica and other authorities concerned for offering me an opportunity to
join the grand gathering of linguistics. '

A Brief Summary of the 2004 Taiwan Summer Institute of Linguistics
R A o :
B s ERIRL

Like the thunder in spring that awakens the life of all creatures in the world, 2004 TSIL
(Taiwan Summer Institute of Linguistics) broadened my horizon and guarantees me a more and
more promising future of linguistics. After the two-week excellent and intense courses, I feel
deeply impressed by three things as follows: the subject I find the most attractive, the people to
whom I owe the most gratitude and respect, and the immense forests of linguistics that I am eager
to further explore.

First of all, CL (computational linguistics) has perfectly connected sociology and sciences
and become the most popular topic in modern academic world. As computer technology develops,
people gradually view computers and Internet as air and water to sustain their lives. They absorb
nutrition from the information provided through the screen of monitors. Linguists are no
exception, but they take better advantage of high technology. They write programs and build

informative corpora for further linguistic research and create miraculous. “speaking computers.”



CL extends its research in two totally opposite but equally important directions. On the one hand,
CL tries to redefine the nature of human language. From the great amount of collective data, we
see the most dominant tendencies of the use of language and observe how it changes over time.
‘Besides, in order to train computers to “understand” our language, computer engineers and
linguists have to cooperate in tagging and parsing works. Thus, they enable us to approach
language in a much more detailed and practical way, so that we become aware that different parts
of speech can be divided into more complicated categories. On the other hand, CL extensively
applies its technology like speech sounds recognition and synthesis to high-tech inventions.
Translation machines to students are no less important than plows to farmers. Not until I join the
2004 TSIL did I learn how MT works and contributes to foreign language learning and translation.
However, a potential concern is that we must carefully take advantage of computer sciences to
improve our life, rather than let them become the excuses of our laziness in learning and thinking.

Secondly, I do honor all the councilors in blue T-shirts as much as the well-leamed scholars
and professors. In addition to their outstanding achievements in CL, they demonstrate the
philosophy of life full of good virtues: modesty, diligence, and grace. Linguistic research
acquires cautiously designed experiments, immense patience, scientific analysis, and precise
judgments. They reveal these precious qualities even when teaching. The discreet and respectful
attitudes they hold toward academics inspire me a lot and encourage me to reexamine my previous
studies with a more insightful view. I learned a whole new methodology in linguistic research and
also the perseverance in pursuing knowledge. Professor Yu impressed me the most with his
motto, “E%/;uxﬁ-f'g-zi’ > E-4% T # K %+ ” In the field of linguistics, there is no chance to say
“I give up” in the journey of life; there is no excuse to say “I quit linguistics.” Language is the
most mysterious secret of human beings, so everyone is willing and excited about sharing
whatever they discover with new comers like me.

I always believe that one will never know how little she knows until she learns more. After
2004 TSIL, I realize what great efforts I have to make to achieve at least the goal of being a
qualified student in linguistics. I will regain my confidence and interests in computer sciences and
keep on studying harder in linguistics in the senior year. TSIL has built in my mind the
fundamental knowledge of computational linguistics. I owe my sincerest appreciation to all the
participants in 2004 TSIL. Thank you for bringing me a wonderful summer vacation full of
knowledge, beauty, and affection.
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E-mail * hehsu@cc.nctu.edutw 2, hsuanhsiu@faculty.nctu.edu.tw °

%~ Th BE T EBHH e (Taiwan-Japan Joint Workshop on Austronesian Languages)

(—) EWEM ' BFEAXERAR ‘1"\»

(=) ##¥%M 944578128 (&£~

(Z) XA FFRTLEFOME %’?‘-55‘%& 41%%“”‘%‘%%&‘%&*’"3&9]‘ BEBRARA
ELEFEENTHEETHR ALEEERX - R E U —F(AD) A REH A B A
BBEE R - |

(w) #BHs BB EA-—AADAR > BHAXBRAHHAEE 7 - #3574 2005 3 A 31
H AT i*ﬁ%%‘éﬂﬁﬁﬁ R A L #E L bhsiehfh@ms64.hinet.net

75 ~ The 2005 Intemational Course and Conference on Role and Reference Grammar

("') EMEM D FHRREBE

(=) ®HHM 94457 A26308 (EH_F%)

(=) % 3 £ - Functional linguistics in its wider discursive and cognitive settings. Papers, workshops
and plenary sessions are expected to contribute to the theory of RRG as rendered in Van Valin and
LaPolla’s (1997) Syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

(@) %#%5%8 40 Abstracts should be sent electronically to: fieldres@gate.sinica.edu.tw. They should be
no longer than two pages, data and references i ncluded. Along with the abstract please send a
separate page indicating 1. paper title; 2. name(s) of author(s); 3. affiliation(s) of author(s); 4.
e-mail address to which notification of acceptance or rejection should be sent; and 5. author(s)’
postal address.

(£) FZ83# : Deadline for Abstract Submission:February 15, 2005

Notification of Acceptance: April 1, 2005
Full Paper Due: May 25, 2005 ( E-mail: fieldres@gate.sinica.edu.tw )

() EEH 485 E % £ M H: http:/formosan.sinica.edu.tw/RRGO5/ » 4o 4 1247 B #0545

3% 1 (02) 2786-3300 #% 326 ; /£ &  (02)2785-6622 ; E-mail : fieldres@gate.sinica.edu.tw °

— ~ Concentric ! Studies in ngmstlcs/ /2] n> [B]

(—) %3 XA : Concentric: Studies in Linguistics, formerly known as Concentric: Studies in English
Literature and Linguistics, is published biannually starting in June 2004. The renamed Concentric
is an international journal dedicated to the publication of research papers on linguistics and
welcomes contributions in all areas of the scientific study of language all year round.

(=) #& 4548 %0 - Manuscripts for publication and correspondence relating thereto should be addressed
to Concentric: Studies in Linguistics, Department of English,” National Taiwan
Normal University, 162 Hoping East Rd., Section 1, Taipei, Taiwan, 106, or e-mail them as
attachment in Microsoft Word to <concentnc@deps ntnu.edu.tw>

(2) EwE R BHMERELMEE http://140.122.83.102/concentric-literature/index. htm 3 % 4%

TR Fe T FMHBEAR A BT (02) 2363-6143 444242 -

— ~ Taiwan Journal of Linguistics

(—) 3% X EA3: Taiwan Journal of Linguistics is an international journal dedicated to the publication of
research papers on linguistics and welcomes contributions in all areas of the scientific study of
language. Review articles of linguistics-related books and informal book announcements are also
welcome. Contributions may be submitted from all countries and are accepted all year round. The
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language of publication is English. There are no restrictions on regular submission; however,
manuscripts simultaneously submitted to other publications cannot be accepted. Submissions by
regular mail and electronic mail are both accepted; the latter is preferred, however.
(=) 4%4%%H %> : E-mail submissions are accepted at TTL@nccu.edu.tw ; hardcopy submissions should

be sent, in triplicate and a soft copy on disk, to:

Editors, Taiwan Journal of Linguistics

Graduate Institute of Linguistics

National Chengchi University

Taipei, Taiwan 116, ROC

= ~ Taiwan Journal of TESOL
(—) % X E# ® The deadlines for submissions to the spring issue and the fall issue are Feb. 1 and
August 1. However, we welcome papers all year round.
(=) #%4%78 %> * E-mail submissions are accepted at TESOL@mail.english.nccu.edu.tw and hardcopy
submissions should be sent, in triplicate and a soft copy on disk, to:
Editors, Taiwan Journal of TESOL
The Department of English
National Chengchi University
Wenshan, Taipei, Taiwan 116, ROC

— ~ # % . (Selected Papers on Formosan Languages) (3t 2 )

Y EEHE

BIRE  THIRE A

7 % 54 © http//www ling.sinica.edu.tw

BEEFS PHEmEEY i ¢ (02)2783-9605 ; E-mail : river4@ms65.hinet.net
—~EE (EREFE REBALE LHRFARIE)

ok AR S RFHFTHEE BRO-BEF - MAAE

R ‘F’H’rl‘mm t T

P 2§/ ¢ http:/fwww.ling sinica.edu.tw

Y EW . PHEmEEY €3 ¢ (02)2783-9605 ; E-mail ¢ dver4@ms65 hinet.net o
ZF4 0 (ERABHBAAME) (B F 12 AARLHR) ' '

P ERIER

B D PEHIRE T AT

[ ﬁ,” . http://www ling. sinica.edu.tw

BEEN: PR E %b& E 35 1 (02)2783-9605 ; E-mail © river4@ms65.hinet.net

WA RRLE BB . e (Fehn)| HRaH
#HE— LRAEIRRASERTEXR A 10,000 5t 93/11/20
B 4 b E K BIEE AR 3,500 5t 93/11/20
STy ERALELTLHEBNHR - 1,000 7 93/11/20
BeEh | SEERALSEULAET BRI TR 2,000 7 93/11/21
BH5IE PERPETHHELLEE 5,000 7 93/11/26
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