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Ten Cultural Vignettes

Carlos Gussenhoven

Carlos Gussenhoven is a MOST-funded visiting
professor in the Department of Foreign Languages
and Literatures of National Yang Ming Chiao Tung
University during 2019-2021. He is an emeritus
professor at Radboud University in the Netherlands.

The Taiwanese are profoundly non-aggressive, smile with their eyes
when wearing a mask, respect other people’s property, and make sure
every encounter has a pleasantly upbeat conclusion. It is easy to get
used to positive changes in one’s life, and so I am a little worried about
our return to the Netherlands this summer. Even compared to other
European countries, the Dutch may easily appear somewhat curt.
When my wife, who came to live in the Netherlands some 12 years ago
after living for 10 years in the South of France, was recently asked if
she could contribute any Dutch swearwords to a multilingual collection
someone was compiling (please don’t ask!), she responded that any
ordinary Dutch sentence was insulting enough. So if any of my cultural
vignettes below expresses anything negative about Taiwan, think
nothing of it.

1
«3 Unforgotten laws &

Countries often have laws that people have forgotten to abolish and
that linger in dusty corners of their legal code. Taiwan has at least one
such law which is actively applied. It is a condition on the granting of
a visa to family members of the main applicant for an ARC. It doesn’t



matter where or by what means the family members arrive in Taiwan,
as long as they do so on the same date as the main applicant. Because
I had arrived a week before my wife and our son in order to be able to
rent a flat and organize our life in Hsinchu, there was no other way
than for me to take a day return to the cheapest foreign destination
and arrive again in a country where I had meanwhile rented that flat.
The flight back from Manila was complicated by a more
understandable concern on the part of the Philippine authorities that
I should show them a Taiwanese ARC or a return ticket to the
Netherlands, but in the end they proved to be more flexible than MOFA,
and so to everyone’s relief I made it back to Taoyuan Airport before
midnight.

2
&3 Uniform speeds &

Together with a number of students and colleagues, I am investigating
the way verbally identical sentences are pronounced differently to
express different meanings. An English sentence like She was happy
to see him sounds very different when it is a surprised question than
when it is an inference. Taiwanese is a tone language and pitch
variations are mainly used to keep words apart, which leaves less room
for expressing intonational meanings. My co-workers agree that
August is a research month: there are no lectures, few departmental
meetings, and the weather is too hot to be outside much anyway. I told
the students that in my country August is a vacation month and that
universities encourage their staff to leave their offices, not to think of
work for a while, and have a good rest, so that they can begin the next
academic year full of new energy. The students started laughing, as if
[ had just made a joke. The Taiwanese do have their holidays, of course,
but aside from those interruptions, they apply themselves to their daily
activities at a constant tempo. My impression is that this also goes for
the way they speak, eat, walk and drive. Europe must come across to
them as a decidedly hectic place.



3
&3 Individualism &

Every fifteen years or so, my university in the Netherlands replaces the
furniture in all their offices. Often, too, they shunt departments around
the building, so that no one has a chance of putting down roots. In
other countries, you may see venerably old desks, along with decrepit
couches, marking somebody’s personal space. Taiwan is more like
those other countries, with one additional non-Dutch feature. Every
day, the cleaners mop the stone floors of the corridors and lavatories
in my department, but although those floors seamlessly run on into
the offices, the cleaners stop precisely at the otherwise invisible
boundary between corridor and office. Everybody keeps a broomstick
in their office, together with a pack of dry thermostatic wipes and a
pack of wet wipes, to be applied in that order when cleaning the floor.
This individualism must be a Confucian relic, a leftover from the days
when itinerant teachers traversed the land in waggons containing
whole libraries.

4
<3 I love you &»

Taiwanese parents treat their children most lovingly. I have not seen a
single father or mother who shouts at their child to not do something
or to stay near them. Parents rush after their children when they mess
with things or run away, and
pick them up, giving them an
endearing cuddle. I have finally
- dared ask someone whether
parents often say I love you to
their children and the answer
would appear to be that this
happens more often than in
the Netherlands. I am aware
that in the US it is not
uncommon for parents to
shout things like ‘Bye, Daren
and Shirley, I'm off to the




pharmacy, I love you!l’, when leaving the house with their children
inside. That is not what would happen in the Netherlands. My
multicultural wife believes that this is related to the Dutch verb for to
love, which is houden van. It causes the object of love to be separated
from the verb proper by a preposition, something she hadn’t come
across in any other language. This van, that creates distance, so she
believes. But is that the chicken, or is it more like the egg?

5
&3 Looking &

Don’t stare is an important rule in Taiwan. In Europe, it is common for
people to go sit at a table in a pavement café with a cup of coffee (always
with a saucer, spoon, and biscuit) and openly look at who or what
happens to be passing by. My impression is that it is just a little less
polite for a passer-by to inspect the people in the café than the other
way around. For a European to understand how strange that
behaviour may seem to the Taiwanese, they would have to imagine a
hospital Emergency Department with spectator stands lining the way
to the entrance. In a Taiwanese restaurant, you can’t just look at
people sitting at other tables. The proper way is something like this:
Once you have finished looking at the portion of food between your
chopsticks just before it moves into your mouth, you launch a sweep
of your eyes, such that towards the end of your sweep you can briefly
rest your eyes on the person you wanted to look at. It may happen of
course that this person was doing the same thing and that during a
fraction of that brief time span you accidentally make eye contact. Then
please don’t feel ashamed and don’t put any blame on the other person
either! Don’t look, of course, but just in case the other person ventures
a quick repeat glance, do allow a barely noticeable smile to grace your
lips, perhaps together with an equally subtle forward movement of the
head, and all is forgiven. The other day, someone I got into this
predicament with quickly looked up at the ceiling, as if this was what
it had all been about. That showed neither courage nor grace.



6
« 0

Mankind should forever be grateful to Taiwan for providing 20% of its
electricity without adding a gram of CO> to the atmosphere, ignoring
its carbon toe-print from transporting the nuclear waste to Lanyu
Island and looking after the storage facility there. It is therefore
surprising to see how people are blithely unaware of their COa
emissions in daily life. Before the recent Covid outbreak, I used to walk
to NYCU via the Tsing Hua campus, which doubled my chances of
meeting a small army of seriously masked leafblower-wielding men
who spew the foulest exhaust fumes around them while chasing stray
leaves hiding in the crevices of the pavement. Many people have no
idea how pristine and fragrant these campuses can be when the
leafblowers are taking a day off. More generally, no one ever turns off
their engine when they are at all near their car, truck, bus, or scooter,
and that includes drivers who use their car to take a bit of rest to read
a paper or their email, with their windows open for some much-needed
fresh air. At some point during the summer, a bus doubling as blood
bank is parked on campus for a full day, engine running. When I asked
a student why they did that, he walked off to his colleagues to see if
they had an answer, and came back saying that the engine was needed
to keep the air conditioning running to keep the blood samples fresh.
When I then asked why they kept both the central and front doors open,
he again went to his colleagues, but this time I didn’t wait for an answer.
I had been too Dutch already.

7

& Do you like jazz? &

Taiwanese restaurants often feature attractive background music, but,
sadly, some have dedicated themselves exclusively to older American
jazz music. I will admit that it is not unpleasant to hear Louis
Armstrong’s voice once every so often, but the fact that they always
pick the most jazzy version of whatever they play can make it hard to
just quietly eat my food. Exciting tone sequences leading up to an
intrusive swing that forces its way into my body, rippling through it
without so much as an apology... [ would much prefer the original,



pre-jazz version of, say, Cheek to cheek (1935, Irving Berlin). I have
often wondered why so many of my compatriots like jazz. Part of the
answer must be age. I was born after WWII, and among the admirers
of jazz there are often men who are older than me. So perhaps it is an
effect of the liberation of the Netherlands by the Canadian and
American allies in 1945. Jazz was the perfect antidote to the ruthlessly
racist and murderous Nazi régime. If [ had been born a little earlier, I
would have been quite happy eating my food, say, at that restaurant
on the NYCU campus. Such musical watersheds are unlikely to have
marked the transition from Japanese rule to the ROC at the time of the
liberation of the Netherlands. So why the many jazzy restaurants in
Taiwan?

8
«: Holy cow! &

In city traffic, cyclists have the highest prestige in the Netherlands.
They may break rules, as when they swerve from the road onto the
pavement and back or when crossing kitty-corner at a crossroads.
Every element of a society’s culture exists in a cultural ecosystem, so
to speak, and it can be heart-warming to see how pedestrians and
cyclists manoeuvre around each other in perfect mutual
understanding. I have avoided cycling in Hsinchu, after seeing how
little mutual understanding there is between cyclists and cars. Here,
scooterists enjoy the highest prestige. No need to describe here how
they make their way through crowds at covered markets and, yes, leave
their engine running when
stopping at a stall to
inspect the merchandise
or make a purchase. Of
course, regardless  of
whether they are in
swerving mode or are
parked on pavements,
scooters pose formidable
constraints on the space
available to pedestrians.

This is why there are often



low metal bars blocking off a pavement or entrance. Although
somewhat wheelchair-unfriendly, pedestrians readily sidestep them or
step over them. Still, those low bars do suggest that pedestrians rank
low in the pecking order of road users. I realized this when spotting a
low-hanging metal chain strung across the kerb at a pedestrian
crossing. While contemplating what the explanation for that cruel trap
could be, it slowly dawned on me that it was there to stop scooters from
getting onto the pavement. As it happens, a well-known hospital is
located immediately at the other end of the pedestrian crossing. Just
in case.

9
<« Shh... &»

The Taiwanese are considerate, civilized, and well-disposed towards
others. And they tend not to brag about their country. The NYCU
campus borders on the Hsinchu Science Park, but I have only heard
about TSMC being the largest producer of advanced semi-conductors
in the world from foreigners. It is not clear to me why that is. Is it
simply that bragging is immodest and that this is another
manifestation of Taiwanese civility? That must be the answer, although
it might be that there is an additional element here: a desire not to
attract attention. Taiwan thrives on being left alone and doing what it
would like to do. An instinctive desire to fly under the radar will
inevitably lead to ignorance about the country. A friend in the
Netherlands recently sent me a picture of a pair of bicycle handgrips,
commenting that the search for the lowest prices even led to the
manufacture of cycling products in faraway countries, which are then
exported to the cycling nation par excellence. The best bicycles I have
ever bought in my Dutch life were two Giants for my sons. At the time,
I did not know that Giant is the largest manufacturer of bicycles in the
world, nor that it was located in Taichung. I will tell my friend.



10
&3 Government &

Our first more general impression of Hsinchu was that governments
were aiming to make things pleasant for people. Some municipal buses
were free, and in one of them the driver played the most beautiful
music, like Con te partiré, with Andrea Bocelli. The free shuttle buses
provided by the Science Park happily take elderly people on board, and
public toilets are not only free and spotless, but come equipped with
toilet bowls that you might at best find in upscale hotels in the
Netherlands. Well-maintained playgrounds are everywhere. Also,
people evidently don’t destroy
public property. In amazement, I
looked at the batteries of gasmeters
outside blocks of flats, which must
have remained undamaged for
decades, judging by the somewhat
rusty state of some of them. And
civil servants appear to be bending
| over backwards to ensure that
foreign residents do not pay more
income tax than they have to. In
Taiwan, the government likes the
people and the people like the

. government’, I wrote to a friend in
' the Netherlands. Then, a year later,
I heard a minister saying exactly the same thing, but with an addition.
‘For that to work, the government will have to love the people a little
more than the people the government’. How I wish we could somehow
implant that wisdom in the hearts and minds of Dutch administrators.

10
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2021 Taipei Tech International Conference
on Applied Linguistics
- ~ §FPFF : October 28 — 29,2021 ( Thu. — Fri.)

N

- € & Bk . GIS Taipei Tech Convention Center, Taipei

Jus

> € R x  https://aplx2021.wordpress.com/
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The 30" International Symposium and Book-
Exhibit on English Language Teaching &
The 23" International Conference and
Workshop on TEFL & Applied Linguistics
- ~ ¢ &P : November 12-14, 2021 (Fri.— Sun.)

= ~ €% B Chien Tan Overseas Youth Activity Center, Taipei,

Taiwan

= ~ € #R$x : http:/web.dae.mcu.edu.tw/zh-

hant/content/%ES5%9C%8B%E9%9A%9B%E7%A0%94%E&%
A8%8E%E6%9C%83-international-conference

FUE-BEFKEFEEFTRAREIFHE
— v ERMFE 2021127 17p () 2199 (p)
S fRMEIRzERR

= ~ € #&$ex : http://atesl.org/atesl 2021/index.php
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International Journal of Computational Linguistics &

Chinese Language Processing

For this special issue, we invite original research that utilizes corpus for annotations of

discourse. Discourse here is defined as running texts (not a collection of concordance

lines). Hence, analyses of running passages are strongly preferred. Materials based on

English and Chinese discourse are preferred although their comparisons with other

languages are also plausible for this special issue. It is hoped that the annotations used

in the papers of this special issue could be shared (or partially shared) as open source

information with other scholars. By doing so, stronger connections could be built

between linguistic annotations and computational linguistics research.

We welcome submissions addressing the following issues.

® Speech Act or Dialogue Analysis: This includes actions intended to be performed
by speakers/writers in any texts, such as social media texts or real conversational
dialogues.

® Discourse Structure Analysis: This includes analyses of moves, structures, flows
of information in discourse.

®  (ritical Discourse Analysis: This includes the study of discourse to achieve certain
social purposes.

® Discourse Strategies or Propaganda Analysis: As a sub-type of critical discourse
analysis, the analysis of discourse strategies for propaganda purposes is also
included.

® Discourse Strategies in Debates: This refers to annotations of debaters’ discourse
strategies and speech acts.

®  Other research results related to corpus linguistics and discourse analysis.

Submission deadline: September 1, 2021

Notification of acceptance: December 1, 2021

Final manuscript due: March 1, 2022

Tentative publication date: June, 2022 Vol. 27, No. 1
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Instructions for Authors

All manuscripts are subject to anonymous peer review. The template file for
manuscripts is available at the homepage of the International Journal of Computational
Linguistics & Chinese Language Processing

(http://www.aclclp.org.tw/journal/index.php).

Authors should submit their papers in PDF format via the editorial system:

https://ijclelp.aclclp.org.tw/servlet/SienInHandler

Guest Editors:

Prof. Siaw-Fong Chung

Department of English National Chengchi University, Taiwan
Email: sfchung@nccu.edu.tw

Prof. Rafal Rzepka
Faculty of Information Science and Technology Hokkaido University, Japan

Email: rzepka@ist.hokudai.ac.jp
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https://www.flstudies.org/zh /submission-guidelines.html

26


https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flstudies.org%2Fzh%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEMqQKz0SUSFqYpe9UO159b4k12rA
https://www.flstudies.org/zh/submission-guidelines.html

Foreign Language Studies

December 2021 (Volume 34)

Call for Papers

Foreign Language Studies is an international journal published by the College of
Foreign Languages and Literature at National Chengchi University (NCCU). Foreign
Language Studies has been awarded a third-tier ranking journal in the 2019 Evaluation

of Taiwan Humanities and Social Sciences Journals and the Collection of Core Journals.

The journal regularly publishes original studies in the fields of literature, language
and linguistics, language teaching and cultural studies. We publish biannually in
June and December.

We accept submissions in traditional Chinese and any other languages. Authors writing
in simplified Chinese should convert the language of their submissions accordingly.
Authors are advised to consult the style sheet of this journal when preparing their

manuscripts for submission.

This journal also welcomes book reviews and research notes. Book reviews comment
on academic books published either in Taiwan or abroad. Research notes discuss
specific topics or research methods. Book reviews and research notes should not exceed
3,000 words. This journal also accepts invited submissions. Each issue can accept at
most one invited submission.

Submissions are welcome all year round. All submissions will shortly be peer-reviewed.
Authors must sign the ‘Foreign Language Studies Contributor’s Declaration Form” and
indicate that the manuscript has not been published elsewhere. The manuscript should
not contain any self-identifying references. Submitted papers are reviewed by at least
two independent reviewers. Both reviewers and author(s) remain anonymous
throughout the double-blind review process. An accepted submission should be

formatted by the author(s) according to our style sheet.

Foreign Language Studies reserves the right to decide in which issue an accepted
manuscript will be published. Authors will receive one hard copy of their published
work and an electronic version of the issue containing their work. We do not offer any

monetary rewards to authors.

https://www.flstudies.org/zh /submission-guidelines.html
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The 33rd Conference on

Computational Linguistics and Speech Processing
Call for Papers

ROCLING 2021 invites paper submissions reporting original research results and
system development experiences as well as real-world applications. Each
submission will be reviewed based on originality, significance, technical soundness,
and relevance to the conference. Accepted papers will be presented orally or as
poster presentations. Both oral and poster presentations will be published in the
ROCLING 2021 conference proceedings and included in the ACL Anthology. A
number of papers will be selected and invited for extension into journal versions and
publication in a special issue of the International Journal of Computational

Linguistics and Chinese Language Processing (IJCLCLP).

Papers can be written and presented in either Chinese or English. Papers should be
made in PDF format and submitted online through the paper submission system.
Submitted papers may consist of 4-8 pages of content, plus unlimited references.

Upon acceptance, final versions will be given additional pages of content (up to 9
pages) so that reviewers’ comments can be taken into account. ROCLING 2021

mainly targets two scientific tracks: natural language processing (NLP) and speech
processing (Speech). Relevant topics for the conference include, but are not limited

to, the following areas (in alphabetical order):

Natural Language Processing Speech Processing
Cognitive/Psychological Linguistics . Speech Perception, Production and
Discourse and Pragmatics Acquisition

Dialogue System i Phonetics, Phonology and Prosody
Information Extraction . Analysis of Paralinguistics in Speech
Information Retrieval and Language

Language Generation . Speaker and Language Identification
Machine Translation . Analysis of Speech and Audio

NLP Applications Signals




Phonology, Morphology and Word
Segmentation

Question Answering

Resources and Evaluation
Semantics: Lexical, Sentence-Level,
Textual Inference

Sentiment Analysis

Summarization

Syntax: Tagging, Chunking and

Parsing

Others

Speech Coding and Enhancement
Speech Synthesis and Spoken
Language Generation

Speech Recognition

Spoken Dialog Systems and Analysis
of Conversation

Spoken Language Processing:
Retrieval, Translation,
Summarization, Resources and

Evaluation

Others

Paper submissions must use the official ROCLING 2021 style templates (Latex and

Word). Submission is electronic, using the EasyChair conference management
system. The submission site is available at

https://easychair.org/conferences/?cont=rocling2021.

As the reviewing will be double-blind, papers must not include authors' names and
affiliations. Furthermore, self-references that reveal the author's identity must be
avoided. Papers that do not conform to these requirements will be rejected without
review. Papers may be accompanied by a resource (software and/or data) described

in the paper, but these resources should be anonymized as well.
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The 35th Pacific Asia Conference on Language,
Information and Computation

PACLIC 35 (2021)

Venue: Shanghai International Studies University
Dates: November 5 - 7, 2021

The 35th Pacific Asia Conference on Language, Information and
Computation (PACLIC 35) will be held both online and offline on November 5 - 7,
2021, organized by the Institute of Corpus Studies and Applications, Shanghai
International Studies University. Since 1982, the PACLIC series of conferences
emphasize the synergy of theoretical analysis and processing of language, and
provide a forum for researchers in different fields of language study in the Pacific-
Asia region to share their findings and interests in the formal and empirical study of
languages. Organized under the auspices of the PACLIC Steering Committee,
PACLIC 35 (2021) will be the latest installment of our long standing collaborative

efforts among theoretical and computational linguists in the Pacific-Asia region.

Conference proceedings will be published in open-access digital formats. Past
PACLIC proceeding papers have been indexed in Scopus (since PACLIC 19 in 2005)
and listed in ACL Anthology. According to Google Scholar, PACLIC currently has
an h5-index of 13 and the h5-median is 19.

Topics include but are not limited to (in alphabetical order):

Language Studies

Corpus linguistics

Discourse analysis

Language acquisition

Language learning

Language, mind, and culture

Language theory

Morphology

Phonology
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Pragmatics/Sociolinguistics
Semantics
Spoken language processing
Syntax
Typology

Information Processing and Computational Applications
Cognitive modeling of language
Dialogue and interactive systems
Digital humanities
Information retrieval/extraction
Language resources
Machine learning/Data mining
Machine translation
Multi-linguality in NLP
NLP applications
Sentiment analysis and opinion mining
Social media
Text classification/Summarization

Word segmentation

Submissions should describe substantial, original, and unpublished work written
in readable and plain English and may not exceed 10 pages, including references.
Accepted papers will be presented in either regular sessions or poster sessions as
determined by the program committee. Papers in the proceedings of PACLIC have
been indexed in Scopus since PACLIC 19 (2005).

For more information about previous PACLICs, please kindly visit the website

at https://jaslli.org/paclic-steering/past/
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